
Community Spaces Capital Grant 

Frequently asked Questions (FAQs) 

Is my project eligible to apply for a grant? 

Applications should be from established constituted groups or 
organisations, that have community or charitable purposes. This includes 
community groups, charities, community interest companies and social 
enterprises. The body will need to have a bank account but if you don’t have 
one, you may be able to get another organisation to accept the funds on 
your behalf. 

What costs can I apply for? 

The grant is for capital costs such as new buildings or refurbishment of 
existing ones; furniture or equipment; and design and technical costs. We 
can’t fund ongoing ‘revenue’ costs such as wages or regular bills. 

How much is available? 

Community Spaces grants vary considerably – we have given grants of just a 
few hundred pounds and we have occasionally given grants of over £20,000. 
The larger the grant requested, the more evidence we will need that the 
project ‘goes the extra mile’ and has a significant impact in bringing about a 
more inclusive and welcoming community.  

If you ask for over £20,000 the grant is considered by our Social Change and 
Grants Committee rather than the Grants Advisory Panel. The Panel meets 
quarterly but the Committee only meets three times each year, so you may 
have to wait longer to hear the outcome of your application. 

What does Barnwood Trust mean by ‘going the extra mile’? 

You can show that your project ‘goes the extra mile’ by, for example, 
showing how you will engage with the most isolated people in your 



community; or how the project will empower disabled people or people with 
mental health challenges to improve their own lives; or that you have 
identified an important need within your community and tailored your 
project to meet that need. You can find more information on how we define 
‘going the extra mile’ link 

Do you ask for match funding from other sources? 

It will help your application if you can show that you have also received (or 
are applying for) grants from other funding sources. We require match 
funding if the grant you request from us is over £10,000. 

Can we include volunteer time in our costs? 

Yes, we have a process for calculating the value of volunteers’ contribution 
to a project – you can find it here 

How do I apply? 

First, e-mail or call us to tell us about your project. If it not outside of our 
grant criteria, we’ll arrange to come and meet you to talk it through in more 
detail. After this meeting, we’ll decide whether the project looks as though it 
might be eligible and if so, we’ll invite you to apply. 

There are different application forms depending on the amount you would 
like to apply for. You can find the forms here 

Your application will then be considered by our Grants Advisory Panel, which 
meets monthly. The Panel may: approve the application for the full amount; 
approve for a smaller amount; or reject the application. Sometimes they 
defer their decision and ask the applicant for additional information, which 
they will then consider at a future meeting. 

If your grant is approved, we’ll let you know as soon as possible. We’ll then 
meet with you to work out the details of a formal grant agreement, which 
will set out the outcomes and measures we’ll use to assess what difference 
the grant has made in your community. 

Can I make more than one application? 

Yes, even if you have made a successful application you can apply again, 
provided it’s not in the same calendar year. Every application is assessed on 

http://www.barnwoodtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Going-the-Extra-Mile-Guidance.pdf
http://www.barnwoodtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Evaluating-Voluntary-Contributions-Guidance.pdf
https://www.barnwoodtrust.org/the-community-spaces-capital-grant/


its merits, alongside other applications and bearing in mind the budget we 
have available. 

I don’t know whether my building/space is accessible for everyone – can you 
advise me on what I might need to do to make sure? 

Assessing the physical accessibility of a building or space is a specialist area 
and we don’t consider ourselves to be experts. However, we have a list of 
access consultants – you can find the list here – and they will be able to 
advise you on the legal standards (e.g. on slopes, ramps, minimum width of 
doorways, accessible toilets etc). The consultant will charge for this service 
but, provided you check with us in advance, you can include this cost in your 
application to us. 

What other information do you ask for from applicants? 

We’ll need to see a copy of your latest accounts and information confirming 
the status of your organisation, such as your registered charity number, if 
you have one, or a copy of your constitution. We’ll also ask you to confirm 
that you have a safeguarding policy that ensures children and vulnerable 
adults are protected. 

We like to see evidence that you have wider community support for your 
project, such as the results from a survey or letters of support from local 
groups. We’ll ask you to confirm that you have relevant insurance; planning 
permission, if you need it; and details of your lease if you have one. For a 
larger project, we might ask for a business plan. 

What help is available before I apply? 

You can e-mail or call the Social Sustainability team any time and we will do 
our best to help you make the best application you can. 

Is there anywhere else I can go for advice? 

Yes – if, for example, we have already funded a project which is similar to 
yours, we can ask that applicant to get in touch with you – generally they are 
happy to offer help and advice or we can put you in touch with other 
organisation offering specialist advice. 

We occasionally run free training workshops that you’d be welcome to 
attend.  

https://www.barnwoodtrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/List-of-Access-Consultants.docx



